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In the United States of America, Bridges have posed a potential structural problem to structural engineers. Concerning our case, the 1,907 –foot-long I-35 highway Bridge encountered catastrophic collapse in the main span of the truck of deck truss (Baskar & Cyril 14). About 1000 feet of the deck truck collapsed with about 460 feet of the entire truck sinking 108 feet into the 15 foot deep Mississippi river. As a result of the tragedy, over 110 vehicles were supported by the portion of the bridge that collapsed. Among these, only 17 vehicles were rescued from the deep water. The tragedy claimed about 13 people’s life with 145 people surviving with suspicious injuries. 
According to reports, the bridge was undergoing maintenance on that day when it collapsed. The bridge was supporting heavy construction loads during the day of collapse (Baskar & Cyril 26). I-35 bridge had recorded low-quality past valuations from the regulatory agencies of the USA. This had raised alarming questions concerning the state of the bridge upkeep and hence calling for maintenance practices. After the collapse, a lot of attention was given to the causes of the collapse which included fracture of a floor truss, temperature movements, corrosion damages along the plates L11 nodes, pier movements and preexisting cracking.
Reflecting my engineering knowledge and written records, the bridge was faulty, and it had long threatened lives of valuable Americans. There was lack of effective guidance builders concerning how technical positioning of construction materials and loads when conducting maintenance practices. Also, there was lack of better bridge design with elaborative schedules for formulating and implementing bridges. The engineers excluded the gusset plates in bridge weight rating guidance.  As the scenario predicts, there was lack of effective use of technology for best accessing the condition of the bridge regularly. A recommendation from this tragedy is that the US government should take it as a painful lesson with far-reaching consequences. The federal government should consider acute interventions to prevent the prevalence of bridge collapse as it has been the case in the past.
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